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It was November the 6th when we, a group of 24 young adventurers coming from 3 different
countries, arrived in Curacao. As soon as we stepped out at the airport 8 lovely people greeted us
with all their warmth that we knew we were up to something very promising. We started our
program with some fun in a casual atmosphere, trying to know more about each other through
various games. Together we learned how to respect each other, participate in team buildings and
be inclusive. Around this time, we could already feel a shy yet ascending bond between the
participants. A game which had a special impact on us was ‘A Step Forward’, which made us
realize that we deeply depend on each other and unless we create an environment equitable for
everyone, we risk witnessing the suffering of both the poor and rich. Afterwards, we went on a
scavenge hunt in the centre of Willemstad where we got to learn quite a lot from the locals and the
city itself. Bright colors, a marvelous European influenced architecture and authentic instrumental
music were some of the things that we could not help but endlessly admire. We could also witness
the swinging of the Queen Emma bridge that allows bigger ships to enter the harbour, while the
huge variety of fresh fruits and vegetables from the floating market made us quite an appetite. The
following evenings were dedicated towards cultural presentations of all the countries involved. We
exchanged our traditions through food, music and dance and had the opportunity to taste from the
various experiences we all encountered. We had Georgian chacha, Portuguese canned sardins
and Moldovian dances. Clearly, the Curacao team had the most impressive presentation. Their
performance included everything a culture represents: history, theatrical acting, authentic dances
and music. As for the theoretical part, we touched upon the topics of multiculturalism and
interculturalism in a morning session, and afterwards we had a long and stimulating debate. The
most unique moment of the project, however, was the visit of the FELIS-foundation, an institution



gathering smart and warm-hearted children who hug you with their smile and beautiful glances.
We were reminded of childhood as we drew, sang, danced, played and built confections with them.
It's a shame that this was the only thing that we could do up until now, but it seems that they did
not lack material things, they were craving for something much more valuable, love and
understanding, and that’s what we tried to do. Before coming here, we all had our own
expectations, now it seems that they were all surpassed, except the thing that we wanted to spend
much more time with each other. We hope we will still collaborate together in the future, as what
we did in this project definitely made long-lasting relationships.

Papiamentu

Wel pami e eksperensia aki tabata unu kuta nobo pami i a alabes uniko. Na prome mino tabata sa
kiko pa expect pero ora ku e hende nan a yega Korsou nan tabata asina lief.Pa ku e prome dia
kaba tur hende a kuminsa open up. Loke mas ma gusta ta e wega nan ku nan a bini kune. Plus
ku e hende nan ta asina open ta loke mas mi a gusta. Tambe loke ma gusta ta kubo ta hafia
diferente tipo di hende pero bota sifia pa bo adapta na kada un di nan i tog pa huntu nos logra un
meta. Na e presentashon nan nos por a sifia konose tantu nan kultura komo nan kosnan di kome
(i mi a ripara kutin hopi kos kuta wordu traha di e pais nan ey ku ta wordu importa pa nos isla.
Tambe ku nota importa ken bota pero si tin hende ku lo balora bo pa ken bo ta.Tambe mi a ripara
ku eta yuda bo hopi pabo pasa dor di bo fear nan i traha riba nos mes.| si ta pa ami lo mi sigui bai
hopi mas youth exchange eta algu super tremendo.

Portuguiese

No dia 6 de novembro quando chegamos ao aeroporto, um grupo de 24 participantes de 3 paises
diferentes, encontramos 8 caras sorridentes a nossa espera e nesse momento percebemos que
Nnos esperavam umas aventuras muito especiais na ilha de Curacao que se situa no mar das
Caraibas, ao largo da costa Norte da Venezuela.
O nosso programa comecou numa atmosfera descontraida onde, de uma forma informal,
tentamos descobrir mais acerca dos restantes participantes. Fizemos ainda uma caca ao tesouro
na cidade de Wilemstad na qual fomos guiados pelos participantes locais.
Cores fortes, arquitetura europeia e musica foram algumas das coisas que mais captaram a nossa
atencdo. Ainda a ponte que une Punda e Otrobanda que se desvia a passagem de barcos e
cruzeiros ou o Mercado flutuante deixaram-nos com ainda mais vontade de explorar.
Ficamos a conhecer-nos ainda mais com todos os jogos e atividades propostas. O respeito muatuo,
o tembuilding e como as diferengas culturais nos podem tornar melhores individuos foram os
principais temas.
Nesta altura j& podiamos verificar alguns lagcos mesmo entre 0s participantes.
Um jogo que teve um impacto especial “A step forward” fez-nos perceber que dependemos uns
dos outros e a ndo ser que nos encontremos ambiente equilibrado para todos, tantos os pobres
como 0s ricos estaréo em sofrimento.
As noites seguintes foram dedicadas as apresentacdes culturais de cada pais envolvido.
Mostramos tradicdes através de comida e bebida, musica, danca. Da chacha da Georgia, ao
portugués pastel de nata, passando pelas dancas tradicionais da Moldavia. Ainda assim, a
apresentacao mais completa foi feita pelos locais de Curagao que nos mostraram genuinamente
o espirito de partilha da ilha.
Ainda assim o0 memento mais esperado e Unico foi a visita a FELIS Foundation, uma instituicao
gue relne criancas menos privilegiadas que nos receberam com um abraco e um sorriso. Esta
atividade transportou-nos de volta & infancia, brincAmos, desenhamos, dangamos e corremos.
Acreditamos que todas as nossas expectativas para este projecto tenham sido ultrapassadas e
certamente levamos na bagagem algumas relag6es duradouras.

Moldovian
Am printat biletul de avion si mi I-am pus in buzunar. M-am informat, ih Curacao ajungi in 10 ore,
dintre care 6 vor fi in suspensie. Era 6 noiembrie, insula parea un pistrui mic inghitit de albastru.



Am intrat in aeroport si am vazut 8 oameni care, aratdnd mai caldurosi decét clima tropicala, ne
fluturau din maini cu niste fete surprinzator de expresive. Am marcat inceputul proiectului ‘Bouquet
of Cultures’. Georgieni, Portughezi, Moldoveni si Curacaeni, s-au strans toti la un loc si isi
memorizeaza ochii unuia altuia. Asteptarile par promitatoare. Discutile despre migratie,
interculturalism si multiculturalism obosesc pupilele, compenseaza in schimb creierul. Am
interactionat in spatiu si Tn timp unii cu altii, ceea ce m-a facut sa vad lucrurile mai limpede. Ma
pierdeam de fiecare data in ocean si in pene colorate. Alteori, ma descopeream doar cand i
ascultam pe toti vorbind, dansand, cantand, caici simteam ca ma suplinesc lumile lor si ma ajuta
sa ma redefinesc. Cel mai mult m-am simtit implinitd comunicand cu copii din fundatia ‘FELIS’,
niste copii smecheri cu aspiratii mari, dar nefericiti. O singura zi i-am facut sa uite de tot si de toti,
mie mi-ar trebui trei vieti sa uit de ei. Acum, in ultima zi, realizez ca urmeaza sa ma reintorc inainte
in timp si sa imi reiau identitatea de Tnainte, desi va fi schimbata. Sper ca frigurile sa nu ma
patrunda cand ma intorc inapoi, mi-am inmuiat inima in prea multa caldura.

Georgian
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